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be called the exercise of individual judgment and
reasoning power.

The force of this observation and the proof that
such widely generalized beliefs are in part illusory, is-
seen in the fact that men of unlike experience and
unlike temperament form, such utterly dissimilar views
of the same object. Thus, as Mr. Spencer has shown,1
in looking at things national there may be not only a
powerful patriotic bias at work in the case of the
vulgar Philistine, but also a distinctly anti-patriotic
bias in the case of the over-fastidious seeker after
culture. And I need hardly acid that the different
estimates of mankind held with equal assurance by
the cynic, the misanthropist, and the philanthropic
vindicator of his species, illustrate a like diversity
of the psychological conditions of belief.

Finally, illusion may enter into that still wider
collection of beliefs which make up our ordinary views
of life and the world as a whole. Here there reflect
themselves in the plainest manner the accidents of our
individual experience and the peculiar errors1 to which
our intellectual and emotional conformation disposes
us. The world is for us what we feel it to be ; and we
feel it to be the cause of our particular emotional ex-
perience. Just as we have found that our environment
helps to determine our idea of self and personal con-
tinuity, so, conversely, our inner experience, our remem-
bered or imagined joys and sorrows throw a reflection
on the outer world, giving it its degree of worth. Hence
the contradictory, and consequently to some extent at
least illusory, views of the optimist and the pessimist,
1 The Study of Sociology > cb. is.